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UPTON  UPON  dPVPRN  RURAL  DISTRICT  _  COUNCIL . 


Report  for  the  Year  1  97,0 « 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council, 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1970,  The  district 
has  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious  disease  during  the  year,  apart  from 
a  seasonal  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified, 

* 

Trends  in  local  government  have  been  highlighted  during  the  past  year 
in  projects  that  have  been  completed  or  are  in  hand  in  the  area,  firstly, 
a  joint  scheme  has  been  evolved  between  Hartley  Rural  District  and  ourselves 
for  the  drainage  of  parts  of  the  district  -  this  makes  use  of  the  facilities 
for  sewage  disposal  near  the  River  Severn  where  there  is  room  for  expansion. 
With  the  advent  of  a  nearly  completed  public  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the 
district  the  need  for  adequate  sewerage  systems  has  increased  over  the  years 
and  this  is  the  more  noticeable  as  developments  occur  in  fairly  high  density 
so  that  the  traditional  country  methods  of  sewage  disposal  are  no  longer 
adequate. 

The  second  joint  scheme  which  is  worthy  of  mention  is  that  no?/  Pershore 
Rural  District  and  ourselves  share  the  same  mortuary,  situated  in  Upton, 
which  has  been  up-graded  by  the  inclusion  of  extra  cold  storage  facilities. 
The  sharing  of  these  facilities  will  result  in  benefits  both  of  economy  and 
increased  efficiency. 

The  third  area  of  co-operation  is  between  ourselves  and  Malvern  Urban 
District  in  the  provision  of  a  new  incinerator  which  is  now  under  construc¬ 
tion.  This  must  be  regarded  as  a  major  advance  in  the  improvement  of  the 
environment  in  that  present  methods  of  refuse  disposal  by  burying  are  be¬ 
coming  less  and  less  effective  as  with  changes  in  the  character  of  the  re¬ 
fuse  the  tips  become  a  better  breeding  ground  for  vermin.  That  Upton  and 
Malvern  should  share  these  facilities  underlines  the  point  that  different 
services  are  best  organised  to  meet  the  needs  of  different  sizes  of  popu¬ 
lation  and  that  a  parochial  view  of  the  services  provided  in  any  area  must 
give  rise  to  an  unnecessarily  expensive  service, 

* 

During  the  year  complaint  was  received  of  the  inefficient  manner  in 
which  a  private  firm  had  undertaken  rodent  control  on  a  farm.  This  complaint 
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/was  in  our 


was  in  our  opinion  justified  and  raises  a  natter  of  concern  to  us,  namely 
that  the  use  of  Warfarin  as  a  rodenticide  is  attended  by  the  danger  of  the 
developnent  of  Warfarin  resistance  among  the  rodent  population  treated. 

In  this  particular  case  another  firm  was  subsequently  called  in  and  carried 
out  the  job  satisfactorily  within  a  short  while,  and  no  evidence  emerged  at 
that  time  of  the  development  of  any  Warfarin  resistance.  Nonetheless  this 
was  a  salutary  lesson,  and  a  full  report  was  made  at  your  request  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Rural  District  Councils  Association. 

This  emphasised  that  inefficient  use  of  Warfarin  by  private  contractors 
could  represent  a  major  hazard  to  the  health  of  the  community  and  it  is 
therefore  most  strongly  recommended  that  some  form  of  registration  of  all 
people  engaged  for  gain  in  rodent  control  should  be  instituted. 

# 

Finally  I  Y/ould  like  to  record  my  gratitude  at  the  spirit  of  friendly 
co-operation  which  continues  within  and  without  the  Department. 

❖ 


H.  F.  GREEN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA:- 


Acreage  50,947 

Number  of  habitable  dwellings  according  to  the  rate  books  5,295 

Rateable  Value  ^51 ,214 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £1 ,863 

Resident  population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  15,240 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Number  1 93 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14*9 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Numb  er  6 

Per  oenfc  of  total  live  births  3*0% 

STILLBIRTHS. 

Numb  er  1 

Rate  per  1  ,000  total  live  and  still  births  5 

LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS. 

Numb  er  1 94 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

Number  of  deaths  under  one  year  2 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES. 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  10 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  11 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live 
births  Nil 

NEO- NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE. 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  Nil 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE. 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  Nil 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE. 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1 ,000 

total  live  and  still  births  5 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion). 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 
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DEATHS . 


Total  Deaths  , ..  ...  ...  . . .  ...  ...  253 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  . . . .  9.8 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 
(All  Ages). 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  Etc.  . . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . ...  ...  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ...  . . .  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ...  . . .  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Endocrine  Etc.  Diseases  .  ...  ... 

Anaemias  ...  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Hypertensive  Disease  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease . . . .  ... 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cerebrovascular  Disease . ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . .  ...  ... 

Influenza  . ...  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  . . 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ...  ...  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver .  . .  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . .  ... 

Other  Diseases,  G-enito-Ur inary  System  . . 

Congenital  Anomalies  ...  .  ...  . .  ... 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions  . .  ... 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

All  Other  Accidents  . .  . . . 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  ...  ...  . 

All  Other  External  Causes  ...  ...  ...  . 


M. 

F. 

Total, 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

5 

4 

9 

8 

3 

11 

- 

3 

5 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

1 

3 

10 

13 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

7 

10 

38 

12 

50 

7 

13 

20 

23 

20 

43 

5 

8 

13 

1 

2 

3 

7 

18 

25 

4 

6 

10 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

- 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Total  All  Causes  1 21  1 32  253 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Table  showing  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year. 


Total 

All 

Ages 

Age 

Un- 

Known 

0-1 

Years 

1-2 

Years 

3-4 

Years 

5-9 

Years 

10-1 4 

Years 

15-24 

Years 

Over 

25 

Years 

Measles 

95 

1 

3 

13 

17 

56 

5 

- 

- 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

< 

- 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j 

2 

Other 

Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

99 

1 

3 

13 

18 

56 

5 

- 

3 

_ ! 

Tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  1970  the  Tuberculosis  register  contained  the  names  of  Ilf 
males  and  If  females  who  normally  reside  in  the  district. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


i 

0— A 
Years 

5-16 

Years 

Total 

Children  who  received  a  full  course 

128 

3 

131 

of  primary  immunisation 

Children  who  received  a  re- inforcing 

54 

151 

205 

injection 

MEASLES  IMHUNI SAT ION » 


0-4 

Years 

5-16 

Years 

Total 

Children  who  received  a  full  course 
of  primary  immunisation 

113 

81 

194 

POLIO  IMMUNISATION. 


0-4 

Years 

5-16 

Years 

Total 

Children  who  received  a  full  course 

135 

26 

161 

of  primary  immunisation 

Children  who  received  a  re- inforcing 

53 

231 

284 

injection 

I 

1 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION. 


Under  1 
Year 

1-2 

Years 

2-4 

Years 

4-15 

Years 

Total 

Number  of  children  receiving 
primary  vaccination 

1 

96 

20 

4 

121 

' 

TETANUS  IMMUNISATION. 


j* 

0-4 

Years 

5-16 

Years 

Total 

Children  who  received  a  full  course 

128 

7 

135 

of  primary  immunisation 

Children  who  received  a  re- inforcing 

56 

188 

2hK 

injection 

WHOOPING-  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 


0-4 

Years 

5-16 

Years 

Total 

Children  who  received  a  full  course 

128 

1 

129 

of  primary  immunisation 

Children  who  received  a  re- inforcing 

41 

20 

6l 

injection 

RUBELLA  VACCINATION. 
(G-irls  aged  13«) 


Number  vaccinated  33: 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Service. 

Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Analyst,  County  Laboratory, 
Wore ester. 

Bacteriological  examination  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 


Clinics. 

There  are  none  provided  by  this  Authority. 

The  County  Council  have  provided,  by  local  arrangement  with  Voluntary 
Committees,  for  Infant  Welfare  Centres  to  be  held  in  the  following  parishes 


Hanley  Swan 

3rd  Tuesday  in  every  month 

2.30.p,m. 

Kemps ey 

1  st  Thursday  in  every  month 

2.00.p.m. 

Longdon 

4-th  Tuesday  in  every  month 

2.00.p,m. 

Up  t  on-up  on-  Se  v  em 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  in  every 
month 

2.00. p.m. 

Welland 

4-th  Friday  in  every  month 

2,00.p„m. 

Clinics  for  Maternity  and  Eye  cases  are  provided  at  Worcester  and  Malvern 
under  arrangement  made  by  the  County  Council. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  report  on  the  work  of  the  Department 
for  the  year  ended  31  st  December,  1970.  This  has  been  a  period  of  con¬ 
solidation,  during  which  increased  duties  (for  instance,  the  rise  in  the 
number  of  house  improvement  grants  following  the  1 969  Act)  have  necessitated 
some  experiment  and  adjustment  within  the  Department;  so  far  we  have  been 
successful  in  adapting  existing  resources  to  maintain  progress  in  all  aspects 
of  the  work  at  minimal  extra  cost  and  without  recourse  to  the  appointment  of 
additional  staff. 

■  SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  -  Complaints  and  revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  96 

Drainage  inspections  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Water  supplies  and  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Infectious  disease  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Clean  air  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  . .  16 

Noise  abatement  .  . . .  ...  ...  . . .  25 

Miscellaneous  public  health  ...  . .  . . .  125 

HOUSING  ACT  -  Demolitions  and  Closures  -  inspections  and  revisits  ...  62 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Improvement  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . .  31  6 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  393 

Drain  tests  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34- 

Housing  -  miscellaneous  . .  . .  ...  98 

Caravan  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  -  Meat  Inspection  .  ...  . .  4-28 

Unsound  food .  . . . . . .  ...  ...  27 

Food  poisoning  . .  . . .  ...  .  4- 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  -  inspections  . .  ...  4-3 

AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE)  ACT  -  inspections  .  86 


FACTORIES  ACT  -  inspections .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


RODENT  CONTROL  -  inspections,  treatments,  and  revisits  ...  . .  235 

Other  pests  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  14- 

PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS  -  inspections  and  visits  . .  . .  4-0 


MORTUARY  . .  30 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  .  6 


-  9  - 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  area. 

Post  mortem  examination  of  all  animals  slaughtered  is  carried  out,  and 
for  which  purpose  A 28  visits  were  made  during  1  970. 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART.  


. 

Cows 

Cattle 

Exoluding 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2 

720 

19 

2,925 

1,456 

Number  inspected 

2 

720 

19 

2,925 

1,456 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

"'■/hole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  organ  or 
part  was  condemned 

— 

117 

2 

139 

47 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticerci 

— 

16.25$ 

15.78$ 

4.78$ 

3.29$ 

Cysticerci  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

m m 

Carcases  of  which  some  organ  or 
part  was  condemned 

— 

4 

- 

— 

• 

Carcases  detained  in  cold 
storage 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  cysticerci 

- 

0.69$ 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

m m 

Carcases  of  which  some  organ  or 
part  was  condemned 

- 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

- 

I 

t 

’ 

2.06% 

-  10  - 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (Cont.) 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations.  (Cont.) 


Internal  reorganisation  within  the  Department  made  it  possible  this 
year  to  dispense  with  the  previous  arrangement  whereby  Public  Health 
Inspectors  from  Worcester  City  Council  were  called  in  to  maintain  100% 
meat  inspection  during  holiday  periods  and  other  times  of  reduced  staff. 
The  bulk  of  this  work  falls  on  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 
the  present  incumbent,  Mr.  B.  C.  Dickens,  is  a  newly  qualified  officer 
in  his  first  appointment,  and  it  reflects  well  both  on  his  personal 
ability  and  on  the  high  standards  of  the  current  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
examinations  that,  from  the  very  first,  he  has  discharged  this  essential 
and  demanding  function  with  no  less  efficiency  than  his  predecessors. 

Although  the  quality  of  livestock  dealt  with  at  the  slaughterhouse 
remains  high,  the  percentage  of  animals  of  which  at  least  some  part  had 
to  be  condemned  has  not  noticeably  diminished  -  principally  because  even 
the  best  animals  are  liable  to  attack  by  parasites.  Parasitic  conditions 
transmissible  to  man  are  often  harder  to  detect  than  the  grosser  animal 
diseases  of  the  past;  vigilance  in  inspection  remains  of  the  utmost 
importance. 

Standards  of  hygiene  have  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Department  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and, 
as  always,  the  slaughterhouse  proprietor's  continuing  co-operation  has 
done  much  to  help  the  work  run  smoothly. 

Charges  for  inspection  remained  unchanged,  as  follows :- 


Cattle  -  2s.  6d, 
Calves  and  pigs  -  9&. 
Sheep  and  lambs  -  6d. 


each  (decimal 
each  (decimal 
each  (decimal 


Income  from  this  source  during  the  year 
(decimal  equivalent  -  £220,11). 


equivalent  -  £0-12.5) 


equivalent  -  £0-03.75) 


equivalent  -  £0-02.50) 


amounted  to  £220.  2.  2d., 


-  11 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD.  (Cont.) 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District, 


Shops 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4- 

Crocery  and  Provisions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Fish  (Wet  and  Fried)  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cafes  and  Refreshment  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Licensed  Premises  .  ...  50 

Food  Factories  . .  . . .  ...  3 


In  addition  at  least  ten  mobile  shops  (including  Butchers  and  Wet  Fish) 
are  known  to  trade  in  the  district,  but  coming  from  depots  situated  outside 
the  area. 


Bakehouses :- 


There  are  four  bakehouses  in  operation  in  the  district,  in  all  of  which 
a  satisfactory  standard  continued  to  be  maintained  throughout  the  period. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Section  1 6. 

Premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of 
pre-packed  ice-cream  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  65 

Premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  sausages 
pressed  meat  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Milk  Supplies  -  Brucella  Abortus :- 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  milk  produced  at  two  farms  in  the  district 
are  still  outstanding. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPPRVISTQN  OF  FOOD  _  (Cont.J 


Food 


.tions  1955  a.n(3_  1  9_60. 


Infringements  of  the  Regulations  which  have  come  to  the  Department’s 
notice  during  the  year  have  been  few  and  minor.  Surveillance,  with  the 
competing  pressure  of  other  duties,  has  been  less  than  we  would  wish,  but, 
as  adjustments  within  the  Department  take  effect,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
position  will  improve  in  the  near  future. 


Food  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption . 

Tables  showing  quantities  of  food  condemned  and  surrendered  for  dis¬ 
posal  (excluding  meat  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse). 


Canned  Fruits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  llOlbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  901bs. 

Canned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Products  ...  ...  721bs. 

Fish  (fresh)  . .  .  351bs, 


In  addition,  following  a  refrigeration  breakdown,  a  consignment  con¬ 
sisting  of  1151bs«,  of  assorted  frozen  food  products  was  voluntarily  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  Department  for  disposal. 


ection. 


There  are  no  full  time  poultry  processing  establishments  within  the 
district,  but  a  limited  amount  of  killing  and  preparation  still  occurs  at 
certain  establishments  during;  the  Christmas  period.  Pressure  of  other 
duties  continued  to  be  such  that  inspection  of  poultry  at  those  premises 
v/as  not  possible  during  1970. 


Liquid  Egg 


There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  operating  in  the  district. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Responsibility  for  bulk  water  supplies  in  the  district  is  now  vested 
in  the  South  lest  Worcestershire  Pater  Board,  created  in  19&9.  The  Board 
took  over  a  reasonably  comprehensive  system  of  mains  supply  to  all  pari¬ 
shes  within  the  district,  and  is  at  present  concerned  with  the  co-ordi¬ 
nation  of  this  within  the  pattern  of  supply  to  the  South  "Test  Worcester¬ 
shire  area  as  a  whole.  Many  isolated  properties  -  and  some  less  isolated  - 
remain  on  well  supply,  but  the  number  is  steadily  diminishing,  a  process 
encouraged  by  the  improvement  grants  available  under  the  1 9&9  Housing  Act. 


Public  Mains  Supplies; 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  ...  32 


Satisfactory  ...  . .  ...  ,..  ...  25 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Private, ;  wells  r 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  ...  31 


Satisfactory  ...  . .  ...  ...  6 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ,,,  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  3 


Number  of  wells  closed  during  year  . .  20 
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SWIMMING-  BATHS. 


There  are  no  publicly  owned  swimming  baths  in  the  district.  The 
privately  owned  swimming  bath  at  The  Lawns  Hotel,  Kempsey  was  again  open 
to  the  public  during  the  summer  months. 

This  is  a  62f,000  gallon  capacity  bath  supplied  from  a  deep  well, 
the  water  being  treated  by  preliminary  screening,  filtration,  simple 
chlorination,  and  cascade  aeration,  with  a  maximum  6  hour  turnover 
period.  The  water  is  sampled  at  the  commencement  and  during  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  season. 


SET;rERAGS  AND  SEUAGE  _  DISPOSAL. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  Ripple  parish  (including  Uckinghall  and  Naunton) 
and  parts  of  Powick  (in  conjunction  with  Hartley  Rural  District  Council) 
proceeded  and  were  near  to  completion  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  con¬ 
tract  for  the  Welland  sewerage  scheme  has  been  placed  and  site  works 
should  commence  early  in  the  new  year. 

Plans  for  the  sewering  of  the  S tanks  Lane  and  Newbridge  Green  area, 
and  the  Birtsmorton  area  (including  enlargement  of  the  Castlemorton 
treatment  works)  were  completed;  but  as  these  were  "small”  sewerage 
schemes  costing  less  than  £100,000  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  progress 
will  be  affected  by  Government  Circular  2/70,  under  which  it  seems  that 
all  authorities  in  the  County  will  have  to  forego  a  percentage  of  their 
allocation  of  consents  to  borrow.  The  prospect  for  even  smaller  local 
schemes,  essential  in  view  of  existing  nuisance  from  private  installations 
(e.g.  septic  tanks)  is,  at  present,  gloomy. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor.  Existing  tipping  sites 
remain  in  use  pending  availability  of  the  proposed  new  incinerator  at 
Hanley  Swan  (a  joint  venture  with  Malvern  Urban  District  Council),  the 
construction  of  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  well  advanced  during  1  97*1  * 


MORTUARY. 

■  wm.m  m 


By  agreement  with  Pershore  Rural  District  Council  the  Upton  mortuary 
capacity  was  increased  during  the  year  so  that  in  future  it  will  meet  the 
anticipated  requirements  of  both  districts.  The  actual  maintenance  and 
supervision  of  the  mortuary  remains  the  direct  responsibility  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  at  Upton. 

Sixteen  bodies  were  received  in  the  Mortuary  during  the  year  -  post 
mortems  being  carried  out  in  thirteen  instances. 
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IMPROmiBNT  GRANTS. 


The  1  969  Housing  Act,  no?/  fully  operational,  resulted  in  a  notable 
upsurge  in  grant  applications  during  the  year.  Although  the  Council  has 
long  pursued  a  policy  of  encouraging  house  improvements  by  grant,  the 
current  increase  in  this  work  has  stretched  departmental  resources  to 
the  limit,  and  a  proper  service  to  the  public  has  been  maintained  only 
by  systematic  streamlining  of  all  necessary  procedures.  By  comparison 
with  1968  (the  last  full  year  of  the  old  grants),  in  1970  applications 
for  the  principal  (discretionary)  grants  increased  by  179^;  overall 
applications  by  89%.  Total  grants  paid  in  the  year  rose  by  over  £13,000 
(112%  increase)  to  £25,101.  Since  this  figure  includes  a  number  of  the 
old,  smaller  grants,  a  further  increase  can  be  anticipated  in  the  future. 


Grants  approved  seem  to  have  been  of  every  imaginable  description, 
short  of  a  General  Improvement  Area.  In  a  rural  district  the  basic  imp¬ 
rovement  necessary  is,  too  often,  main  drainage  (in  some  districts,  mains 
water  supply);  until  small  sewerage  and/or  water-supply  schemes  are 
accepted  as  environmental  improvements  eligible  for  financial  assistance, 
there  may  be  little  future  for  General  Improvement  Areas  in  rural  districts 
beset  by  such  problems. 


Worthy  of  mention,  perhaps,  is  our  unlikeliest  case  to  date  -  in  which 
the  applicant  had  to  be  prosecuted  to  persuade  him  to  benefit  from  the 
grant,  and  payment  was  made  after  the  house  had  ceased  to  exist.  Mr,  A. 
was  found  to  be  discharging  his  sink  waste  into  a  ditch.  A  notice  was 
served  on  him  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  at  the  same  time  he  was  in¬ 
vited  to  apply  for  a  standard  grant  for  a  bathroom  with  septic  tank  drain¬ 
age.  A  grant  was  approved,  and  the  work  was  commenced,  but  not  completed. 
Some  months  later  Mr.  A.  ?/as  taken  to  court  for  the  continuing  pollution 
of  the  ditch*  whereupon  he  finished  the  work,  abated  the  nuisance,  and 
became  entitled  to  payment  of  the  grant,  on  submission  of  his  builderfs 
account.  Mr.  A,  again  procrastinated,  and  before  the  account  was  sub¬ 
mitted,  the  house  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  Council,  and  The  Department 
of  The  Environment,  reacted  in  humane  fashion,  and  the  grant  v/as  finally 
paid,  though  all  that  v/as  left  to  show  for  it  was  the  new  drainage  system. 
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I?/IPROVEl\aENT_  _  GRANTS  ( C  ont .  ) 


(a)  STANDARD. 


1.  Number  of  applications  received  . ..  . ..  ... 


Number  of  applications  approved  ...  ...  ... 


Number  of  applications  refused  ...  ...  ... 


Number  of  applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ... 


Owner- 

.ers.  Tenanted. 


24 

21 


8 

8 


2.  Actual  number  of  dwellings  improved 


20 


3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  ...  . . .  ...  £6,968, 


4*  Average  grant  per  house  . .  ...  ...  £268 


(b)  DISCRETIONARY. 


1,  Number  of  applications  received  ...  ...  ... 


Number  of  applications  approved 


Number  of  applications  refused 


•  •  0  0  0 


9  0  0  0  •  fc  9  9 


Number  of  applications  withdrawn  ...  . 


38 

36 

1 

1 


15 

11 


2.  Actual  number  of  dwellings  improved 


•  •  0  9  0 


21 


7 


3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  .  ...  £18,133 


4.  Average  grant  per  house 


£60+.  3.  7.  (£604.43). 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMS 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  . . .  .  ...  7 

Numb er  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
Number  of  premises  demolished  ...  ...  ...  .  t,  .  4 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  .  ...  ...  - 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Number  of  families  rehoused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


OVERCROWDING-. 


One 
which  it 


case  of  overcrowding  was  discovered  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
is  expected  will  be  resolved  by  informal  action  in  the  near  future. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 


Section  47. 


Periodical  visits  are  made -to  ensure  that  elderly  people  living  alone 
are  kept  under  observation,  the  facts  being  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  if  there  appears  to  be  need  for  action  under  this  Section. 

No  such  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT. 


Seventy- two  premises  were  licensed  under  the  Act  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year. 


C  LEAN  AIR  ACT. 


Plans  for  the  new  Upton/Malvern  refuse  incinerator  were  submitted  for 
approval,  and  on  the  Department's  recommendation,  following  consultation 
with  the  Chief  Alkali  Inspector,  it  was  agreed  that  the  proposed  chimney 
height  be  increased  by  20  feet,  giving  an  overall  height  of  80  feet. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT. 


Even  a  rural  district  is  not  free  from  sporadic  outbreaks  of  noise, 
this  year's  offenders  including  unsilenced  pneumatic  drills,  a  clay 
pigeon  shoot,  bird-scarers  left  to  detonate  after  dark,  jalopy  racing, 
and  dogs  that  barked  in  the  night.  Informal  approaches  have  generally 
been  successful  in  establishing  a  reasonable  measure  of  control.  Some 
of  these  may  seem  mere  minor  irritations;  even  so,  it  is  disturbing  to 
note  the  lack  of  concern  for  the  comfort  of  other  persons  that  renders 
official  intervention  necessary. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING-. 


Five  premises  were  licensed  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Act,  1963  during  the  year. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agri cultural 

Agricultural 

1  .  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  following  complaint 

91 

20 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

60 

19 

(ii)  Mice 

13 

1 

2.  (a)  Total  number  or  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
complaint 

12 

68 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

8 

3 

(ii)  Mice 

2 

— 

3.  No  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out 

during  the  year. 

Disinfestation  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  in  respect  of  private 
residential  dwellings,  but  a  charge  is  made  for  treatments  to  fares  and 
other  business  premires,  the  income  from  this  source  for  the  year  amounted 
to  £127. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AMD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


No  additional  staff  has  been  appointed  to  carry  out  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  Act.  Inspections  are  made  as  and  when  other  duties  permit. 


FECI  STMT  I  ON  AND  GENEML  INSPECTIONS. 


Class  of  Premises. 

Number  of 
Premises  on 
Register  at 

End  of  Year. 

Number  of  Registered 
Premises  Receiving 
G-eneral  Inspection 
During  the  Year. 

Offices 

11 

5 

Retail  Shops 

27 

14  ] 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

- 

- 

- 

\  Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

18 

8 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

A 

! 

- 

TOTALS 

57 

27 

Number  of  visits  made  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act:-  43 


NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES. 


Class  of  Workplace. 

Number  of  Persons  Employed. 

Offices 

44 

Retail  Shops 

95 

Wholesale  Departments, 
Warehouses 

— 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  the  public 

83 

Canteens 

5 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

16 

TOTALS 

243 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963.  (Cont.) 


ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS. 


Number  of  Contraventions  Found. 


Cleanliness  5 

Overcrov/ding  - 

r  Temperature  3 

Ventilation  - 

Lighting  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  If 

Washing  Facilities  2 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water  - 

Clothing  Accommodation  - 

Sitting  Facilities  - 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  - 

Eating  Facilities  - 

Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs  2 

Fencing  Exposed  Parts  Machinery  - 

Protection  of  Young  Persons  from  Dangerous  Machinery  - 

Training  of  Young  Persons  Working  at  Dangerous  Machinery  - 
Prohibition  of  Heavy  Work  - 

First  Aid  General  Provisions  1  . 

Other  Matters  ' 


TOTAL 


22 


Reported  Accidents. 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADHINI^TRATTQNQF  TIER  FACTORIES  ACT,  1  961 . 


INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

On 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

3,  if  A  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

12 

3 

- 

- 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

33 

1  2 

- 

- 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (exclu¬ 
ding  out-workers ’  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

k5 

15 
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FACTORIES  ACT ,  1 9 61  .  ( C  ont . ), 

CASES  IN  MICH  DEFECTS  were  found 


• 

Number 

of  cases 

in  which  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 

Particulars 

j 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M*  by  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(s.i) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

(3.2) 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

— 

- 

••  mm 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.if) 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 
( S  -  6) 

2 

1 

mm 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

1 

—  — 

tm 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

- 

—  - 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outv/ork) 

1 

— 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

A 

3 

r-  r - r-  -r  nr  — i  -r  — r  -m  —  i  —  rm  <  — ■  »  -  -  r1 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act  -  OUT ' ERIC  (Sections,,,/!  33.  and  • 

Three  Outworkers  were  in  operation  in  the  area  during  the  period. 
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G-.  S.  MIGHT. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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